808                THE LIFE OF LORD CARSON
i
Redmond sat down, a beaten and a dying man.
He did indeed make one more effort, which was to be nearly
fatal to the War Cabinet. He wrote again to the Prime Minister:
he was satisfied in his mind that if the objecting Nationalists
were convinced that the arrangement would be immediately
carried into effect by the Government, notwithstanding the
opposition of Ulster, they would agree.
That appeal was made on the 17th January, 1918. We know
that it was reinforced by representations from the United
States. Only a few days before there had been an urgent tele-
gram from F. E, Smith: a crisis, he said, was impending in
America and an Irish settlement was essential. Lord North-
clifte agreed and had told the Prime Minister that he was " ready
to use the whole organisation of the newspaper world to back
the settlement if arrived at.. . ."*
We may suppose that Lloyd George put the case to his
colleagues. " Edward," Lady Carson notes on the 18th January,
1918, " is on the verge of leaving the Cabinet, as it is impossible
for liim to remain there while they are trying to settle Ireland,
either way ! and of course if they tried to coerce Ulster he would
come out at once." And again, on the 19th: " Ronald McNeill
and James Craig and Edward consulted, and Edward is to
leave the Cabinet at once saying he is going so to relieve the
Government of his embarrassing presence whilst Ireland is
being arranged."
On Sunday the 20th, " Edward has written ... to Lloyd
George giving his reasons for going, and there is going to be no
delay and no talk about it ... much the best way to do
things."
That same day Carson had some interesting news from his
friend, Fred Oliver, who, with Lord Selborne, had been working
on a federal scheme of Home Rule all round, with separate
Parliament for Ulster.
" I was rung up last night by Horace Plunkett who told me
he was going back by the mail. You probably know he has been
over for two days. I didn't. His conversation was of the rather
* foolishly hopeful' order. Clearly he is not cutting ice at the
moment.
* Denis Gwynn, Life of John Redmond, p. 588.